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The Southern York County School District,  
through a cooperative effort with the family and 

community, will provide a quality learning environment 
that promotes character, fosters responsibility,  

and challenges students to achieve their potential. 
 

 

"High Student Achievement -  

Cost Effective Operations" 

 

Southern York County School District's Mission 
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“High Student Achievement – Cost Effective Operations” 

Southern York County School District Mission 
 

The Southern York County School District, through a cooperative effort with the family and 
community, will provide a quality learning environment that promotes character, fosters 
responsibility, and challenges students to achieve their potential. 
 
Southern York County School District Vision 
 

Our vision of the Southern York County School District is that of a dynamic organization that 
will work in partnership with the family and community and will continuously strive to 
develop productive, contributing, responsible citizens, capable of meeting the global 
challenges of the future. 
 
Southern York County School District Beliefs 
 

We believe: 
1. Everyone can learn. 
2. Every person is entitled to the opportunity for an education that allows maximization 

of individual capabilities. 
3. Responsibility for education is shared by students, family, teachers, administrators, 

and community. 
4. Learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual but also the social, 

emotional, cultural, and physical development of the learner. 
5. Preparation and motivation for learning must begin at home. 
6. Learning is best achieved in a safe environment. 
7. Respect for individual diversity is an essential element of a positive learning 

environment. 
8. Teaching the process of learning, which requires various levels of thinking, is as 

important as teaching the content. 
9. High expectations are an integral part of the learning process. Practical, applicable 

learning skills, knowledge, and abilities should provide the foundation for the teaching 
process. 

 
Board of Education 
 

Robert Schefter, President 
C. Dianne Masimore, Vice President 
Bruce K. Bauman, Treasurer 
Judi Fisher, Director 
Jerri Groncki, Director 
Ronald F. Groncki, Director 
Karen M. Hellwig, Director 
James Holley, Director 
Allie L. Waldron, Director 
 
District Administration 
 

Dr. Thomas Hensley, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
Mrs. Sandra Lemmon, M.Ed., Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Wayne McCullough, D.B.A, PRSBA, Director of Administrative Services 
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Southern York County School District 
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, Pennsylvania 17327-0128 

 
 
Dear Members of the Southern York County Community: 
 
I am pleased to present the 2010-2011 Southern York County School District 
Annual Report.  As detailed in the report, we have sustained both high student 
achievement and cost effective operations.  We continue to work hard each day to 
provide the best educational opportunities for our students and to make sure that 
every dollar is spent wisely.   
 
The results detailed in this report reflect our commitment to excellence in the 
classroom and sound fiscal operations.    
 
Throughout the year, high student achievement has been demonstrated in many 
ways: our students‟ test scores again reflected an excellent educational program 
and in many cases are #1 in York County, SAT scores topped state and national 
averages, and the number of students who successfully participated in advanced 
placement courses continued to increase.  In addition, our students once again 
experienced exceptional success outside the classroom in a wide variety of co-
curricular and extra-curricular activities.  
 
An organizational-wide culture of cost effective operations continues to position us 
well to maintain our excellent educational program despite the current economic 
conditions.  I am proud that we have worked tirelessly to operate on less while 
maintaining our educational quality.  Being able to direct our resources to the 
educational program is the positive outcome of cost effective operations. 
 
I am extremely proud of the performance and achievement of our students and 
of the dedication and professionalism of our faculty and staff.  I also thank members 
of the School Board for their outstanding leadership and dedication to our School 
District.   
 
At Southern York County School District, we are serious about student 
achievement and accountability for cost effective operations. We promise to 
continue our collaborative work to ensure excellence in the classroom and sound 
fiscal operations.  
 
 

                 Sincerely Yours, 
 

 
     Dr. Thomas R. Hensley 
     Superintendent of Schools  
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“This Board is unique and 
spends its time making 
Southern York County 

School District the best and 
making sure that we 

provide the best education 
for all of our children.” –  

Dr. Thomas Hensley, 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

The Southern York County School District Board of Education was named a Distinguished 
School Board by the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA).  A panel of 10 PSBA 
past presidents reviewed anonymous applications and based its decision upon several 
standards for effective school governance. Some of these standards included: 

 Advocating a thorough and efficient 
public education;  

 Ensuring strong management of the 
school system;  

 Modeling responsible governance and 
leadership;  

 Leading with respect and taking full 
responsibility for board activity and 
behavior;  

 Engaging community stakeholders;  
 Complying with board policy and all 

applicable local, state, and federal laws 
and regulations;  

 Guaranteeing public access to adopted 
board policies, and linking board actions to applicable board policies;  

 Securing effective planning by adopting and implementing a collaborative strategic 
planning process, including regular reviews; and  

 Adopting a financial plan, considering short-term and long-term need. 

The award was presented publicly at the annual 
Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators/ 
Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PASA/PSBA) 
Leadership Conference on October 13, 2010.  Only 
one other school board in the state has received 
this award – Conestoga Valley School District 
(Lancaster County) – in 2008. 

“It certainly has been my pleasure and honor to have 
worked with all of you over the years,” Superintendent 
Thomas Hensley said.  “All of you use a filter when 
you make decisions and that filter is what is best for 
children and what is best for the community.” 

Board President Robert Schefter said that the Board never seeks out recognition, but its 
directors saw the application process as an opportunity to learn more about themselves.  

Members of the Southern York County School Board include: President Robert Schefter, 
Vice President C. Dianne Masimore, Treasurer Bruce Bauman, Directors Judi Fisher, Jerri 
Groncki, Ronald Groncki, Karen Hellwig, James Holley, and Allie Waldron. 

 

 

DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL BOARD 
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Southern‟s sustained academic achievement is obtained through continuous curriculum 
development and the implementation of rigorous instructional opportunities, which are 
differentiated to meet the needs of all students. 
 

Southern’s Formula for Sustained Success 
 

 Highly qualified teachers, building relationships, teaching all children in all schools, in every 
subject, in every classroom 
 

 Development and coordination of curriculum and instruction aligned with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education standards using the Understanding by Design instructional model, 
which is a research-based program 
 

 Web-based curriculum that is accessible to staff and parents 
 

 Yearlong professional development opportunities that are aligned to District goals, teacher 
needs, and the ever changing diverse needs of the Southern York community 

 

 Ongoing use and analysis of data to guide all instructional decisions 
 

 The purchase and implementation of quality research-based instructional programs, 
materials, resources, and technology to support the District‟s curriculum 
 

 Planned for the opening of the Southern York Digital Academy to our current students 
enrolled in cyber or charter schools to continue our commitment to a 24/7 online learning 
environment for students 

 

What is the Southern York Digital Academy? 
 

The Academy is a comprehensive K–12 curriculum delivered in an online format.  The 
teachers for the Digital Academy are from Southern‟s staff, which is made up of 100% highly 
qualified teachers.  The Academy offers a fully blended approach to learning.  All students have 
the opportunity to participate in any District run program such as art and design, technical 
education, music, athletics, etc.  Students are a part of the Southern school community and have 
access to the opportunities afforded to students who attend our elementary, middle, and high 
schools.  

 

Students who graduate from the Southern York Digital Academy will receive a 
Susquehannock High School diploma and will be able to participate at commencement 
ceremonies with other members of the graduating class.  
 

Special Education Students: 
 

 Performed above state averages in all tested areas for 2010-2011 
 

 Ranked first in all of York county in reading 
 

 Ranked second in all of York county in math 

 

 66% of all special education students are in a regular class 80% or more of the school day 
 

 Best Buds is a program designed to foster peer and social relationships for our students 
who struggle with social skills. There was a 75% increase in student participation in the 
Best Buds program with more than 70 student volunteers participating.  

 

HIGH STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
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PSSA Testing Highlights 
(York County School Districts) 

 

Grade 3 Math – 3rd 
Grade 5 Math – 3rd 

Grade 5 Reading – 2nd 
Grade 6 Math – 1st 

Grade 6 Reading – 1st 
Grade 7 Math – 2nd 

Grade 7 Reading – 2nd 
Grade 8 Math – 3rd 

Grade 8 Reading – 1st 
Grade 8 Writing – 1st 
Grade 8 Science – 3rd 

Grade 11 Science – 3rd 
 

 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) 

Students in grades three through eight and 11 took the Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment (PSSA) tests in reading and math.  Students in grades five, eight and 11 were also 
tested in writing.  Students in grades four, eight and 11 were tested in science. The PSSA is 
used statewide to comply with the Federal No Child Left Behind Law. This test rates a student‟s 
proficiency level as either advanced, proficient, basic, or below basic. 

All five schools in the Southern York County School 
District have met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
during the 2010-11 school year in all 17 areas. 

“This is an incredible accomplishment,” Assistant  
Superintendent Sandra Lemmon said. “We were one of 
only three districts to meet the standards in all of York 
County.” 

With several of Southern's grades ranking in the top 
third of the County, final 2011 PSSA scores for 
Southern continue to show growth.  Comparisons are 
made to 14 York County School Districts whose 
students scored advanced or proficient. 

In math, Southern ranked second with 87% of its students performing at the proficient or 
advanced level.  The special education population also ranked second in all of York County in 
math. In reading, Southern ranked second with 86% of its students performing at the proficient 
or advanced level.  The special education students ranked first in all of York County in reading. 

In elementary math, all grade levels exceeded 
an 85% proficiency level. Grade three 
students scored 92% and ranked third in York 
County. Grade four students scored 90%. 
Grade five students scored 89% and also 
ranked third in York County. Grade six 
students ranked first in all of York County, with 
a score of 92%. 

In elementary reading, all grade levels met or 
exceeded an 84% proficiency level. Grade 
three students scored 85%, and grade four 
students scored 84%. For grade five, students 
ranked second in York County with a score of 
84%. Grade six ranked first in the county with 
a score of 87%. 

Other highlights from the PSSA include grade 
seven students, who ranked second in York 
County for math and reading with scores of 
88% for both areas. 

 

HIGH STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

“The state assessment is a 
way to show good steady 

growth.  It also shows that 
we are delivering sound 

instructional practices in 
the classroom each and 
every day for all of our 

students.”  
– Mrs. Sandra Lemmon, 

Assistant Superintendent 
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Grade eight students led the County in writing with 94% and reading with 95%. Those students 
also ranked third in math with 90% and third in science with 73%. In science, fourth grade 
students scored 90%, while grades eight and 11 ranked in the top three of the County, with 
scores of 73% and 53%, respectively. 

 “Overall, it shows nice improvement and the student achievement demonstrates our students 
are working very hard every single day,” Lemmon said. “Our teachers are doing an exceptional 
job.” The District continues to study these standardized assessments along with daily 
assessments to verify that students are meeting proficiency standards, while also being 
challenged within the classroom, Lemmon added. 

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 

A total of 172 out of 220 students took the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) during the 2010-11 
school year.  This represents 78% of the Class of 2011 as compared to 73% the previous year. 
The average scores of the college bound seniors 
were better than other college bound students 
throughout the state and nation.  

The overall SAT score for Susquehannock High 
School students was 1541, as opposed to the overall 
Pennsylvania score of 1473 and overall national 
score of 1500.  

Compared to 14 other school districts in York County, Southern‟s students ranked first in the 
reading and writing portions and second in the math portion of the SAT.  Southern students 
scored, on average, 515 in reading, 503 in writing and 523 in math. 

“All of the credit goes to the hard work of our students and our outstanding teachers,” Lemmon 
said. 

Advanced Placement Tests  

Susquehannock High School students who participated in Advanced Placement (AP) tests in 
2011 improved their results from the previous school year. College credits are awarded to those 
students who score a 3, 4, or 5, out of a possible total score of 5 on the AP tests. In 2011, 142 
students took 256 AP exams, with 90% of the students scoring a 3, 4, or 5 on the exams. This is 
an increase from the 237 tests that were taken in 2010. 

In Psychology, 26 students scored an average of 3.9 on the test this year, as opposed to 23 
students, who scored an average of 3.2 in 2010. For the Biology AP class, the average score 
this year was 4.7, as opposed to last year‟s score of 4.0. In English Literature/Composition, AP 
students improved their score from 3.3 to 3.7. United States History also showed improvement. 
Average scores increased from 3.7 last year to 4.3 this year.  

In addition, in Human Geography, average scores improved from 3.6 to 4.0, with 29 students 
scoring a perfect 5 this year. The Calculus BC class had 16 students taking the AP exam, 14 of 
whom scored a perfect 5. Last school year, only one student that took the exam scored a 5. 

 

HIGH STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Our students ranked first in 
the reading and writing 

portions and second in math 
in all of York County. 
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Band: Marching Band received first place in 
the USSBA Group Two Pennsylvania State  
Championships; placed seventh in the 
USSBA Group Two National championships; 
participated in the 2011 Gasparilla Parade 
in Tampa, Florida; one member was  
selected to District Band; one member was 
selected to the District Jazz Band; seven 
students were selected to the York County 
Band; the Indoor Drumline placed third in 
the KIDA Blue Championships; Indoor  
Colorguard placed 10th in the KIDA Gold 
Championships 
 
Baseball: Two players were named to the 
York-Adams All-Star Team; one player was  
named Player of the Year; the team 
received the York-Adams Sportsmanship 
Award; Kevin Krebs was named Coach of 
the Year 
 
Basketball, Girls: One player was named 
to the York-Adams League All-Star Team 
and 1,000 point scorer for Susquehannock 
High School 

 
Choir: Three Friendship Elementary 
students and one Southern Middle School 
student performed in the OAKE National 
Choir in Minneapolis 
 
Chorus, Elementary: Several fifth and sixth 
grade choral students from Friendship, 
Southern, and Shrewsbury Elementary 
Schools performed in the 2011 York County 
Elementary Choral Festival; students from 
Friendship and Southern Elementary 
performed in the PMEA District 7 Elementary 
Song Fest 
 

Chorus, Secondary: One Susquehannock 
High School Student was selected as a 
member of PMEA District 7 Chorus and 
PMEA Regional V Chorus; two students  
were selected as members of the PMEA 
District 7 Vocal Jazz Festival; the high 
school choir performed and received a 
superior ranking in an adjudication festival; 
a new Southern Middle and Susquehannock 
High School vocal ensemble was formed, 
called "Show Choir"  
 

Cross Country, Boys: One athlete was 
named to the York-Adams All-Star Team 
 

Cross Country, Girls: One athlete was 
named to the York-Adams All-Star Team 
 

District Website: The District‟s Internet/ 
Intranet Website earned Honorable Mention 
in the 41st Annual Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association (PSBA) Educational 
Publications Contest 

Elementary “Creating Partnerships with 
Parents: Muffins for Moms and Doughnuts 
for Dads,” Programs: Showcased at the 12th 
Annual Pennsylvania Education Excellence 
Fair  

Envirothon:  The fifth/sixth grade team from 
Shrewsbury Elementary School, comprised 
of six students, placed first in the Forestry 
category and eighth overall; five students 
from Southern Middle School participated 
and placed eighth overall 
 

Field Hockey: 
Two players were 
named to the York -
Adams All-Star Team 
 

 
 
 

 

EXCELLENCE OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

Learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual but also 
the social, emotional, cultural, and physical development of the learner. 

 

Marching Band 
  1st Place PA State Championship 

  



Annual Report to the Community for 2010-11                                      7   

 

Girls Volleyball 
  YAIAA League Champion 

 PIAA District III AA Runner-Up 

 
Football: One player was named to the 
York-Adams All-Star Team 
 

Junior Symphony: Five Southern Middle 
School students participated in the York 
Junior Symphony 
 
Lacrosse, Boys: York-Adams Division II 
Champion; York-Adams League tournament 
champion; four players were named to the 
York-Adams All-Star Team; Russ LeBlanc  
was named Coach of the Year 
 

Latin:  Eighteen high school and 14 middle 
school students received honors on the 
National Latin Exam for 2011 
 
MathCounts:  Eight students from Southern 
Middle School placed 19th out of 35 other 
teams in the competition.  
 

Orchestra: Fourteen Susquehannock High 
School students participated in the LVC 
Honor‟s Orchestra; three Susquehannock 
High School students were selected for 
District Orchestra; one high school student 
was selected to Regional, State and All-
Eastern Orchestra; 16 elementary students 
participated in the PMEA District 7 String 
Festival 
 

PA Computer Fair: High school students 
placed first in Graphic Design, second in 
Information-based Website, third in Logo 
Design 
 

 

PA State Geography Bee: Eighth grade  
Southern Middle School student placed 
second 
 
 

 
SHS Online Pilot Program: High School 
seniors participated in online classes in 
English, U.S. government, economics, math 
and diversified occupations through an 
online computer-based program 
 

SHS “Tearing Down the Walls” Program: 
Recognized by Shippensburg University 
Study Council as an „Exemplary Program‟ in 
the state of Pennsylvania; this includes 
Warrior Academy, the Online Pilot Program, 
Summer School for Credit Recovery, 
Alternative Education Programs, and the 
C.A.R.E. Program 
 

Soccer, Boys: One player was named to 
the York-Adams All-Star Team 
 

Soccer, Girls: Two players were named to 
the York-Adams All-Star Team 
 

Softball: York-Adams League Division III 
Champion; York-Adams Sportsmanship Award; 
one player was named Player of the Year; 
Don Mercadante was named Coach of the 
Year 
 

Tennis, Girls: One player was named to 
the York-Adams All-Star Team 
 

Track and Field:  Four athletes were named 
to the York-Adams All-Star Team 
 

Volleyball, Girls: York-Adams Division II 
League Champion; PIAA District III AA 
Runner-Up; four players were named to the 
PIAA District III All-Star Team; Three players 
were named to the York-Adams All-Star 
Team; Two players were selected as All 
State 
 

WEB Program: Southern Middle School 
transition program was showcased at the 
PSBA Annual conference  

 

EXCELLENCE OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 
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Return on Investment 

A primary responsibility of the School Board and Administration is to ensure that public 
revenues are spent in a responsible and cost effective manner.  The Board and Administration 
also has an obligation to maintain a strong financial condition, high credit rating, and reserves 
sufficient to sustain our outstanding educational program during difficult financial periods.  

We can assure you these responsibilities were successfully executed.  District general 
obligation bonds carry an Aa-3 enhanced credit rating.  The District‟s general fund balance 
(operating reserve) is 6% of the budget, a level that comfortably exceeds a target minimum of 
5%.   

While achieving these financial successes, the District 
has scored among the very highest in standardized test 
scores, of school districts in York County.  Our physical 
plant is in excellent condition and with completion of the 
current Friendship Elementary School building project, 
building for growth will not be necessary for at least five 
years.  All of this implies future financial stability and the 
ability to provide continued support for our outstanding 
educational program.   

Southern‟s cost effective operations show a high degree of accountability to our community, 
with the expectation of a high rate of return.  We believe we have the best rate of return, 
considering our next to lowest tax rate and sustained educational excellence, in York County.   
 

Budget 

The 2011-12 proposed final budget, which was developed during the 2010-11 year, was the 
most difficult in our memories.  The budget process included the difficult undertaking of not 
funding more than $1.7 million of staff, services, and supplies from the previous budget.  As 
always, we evaluated every budget line item to see where savings might be realized.  These 
measures were needed in order to finish with a 2011-12 final budget that maintained the 
integrity of our outstanding educational program, yet minimized a tax increase.   

The Southern York County School District‟s final budget 
for 2011-12 included a 1.32% real estate tax increase 
(0.22 mills) over the current budget. This resulted in an 
additional $38.50 for the median assessed home in 
Southern York County School District.  

 

The tax increase of 1.32% was below the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education (PDE) index of 1.7%. The 
index is the amount determined by PDE as the allowable 
tax increase for the Southern York County School District.  This was the 4th consecutive year 
the School District‟s tax increase was below the PDE index.  It is worth mentioning that the 
strategy of many school districts is to tax at or near the PDE index – a strategy that is difficult to 
dispute due to the uncertainties of revenue sources and known expenditure increases. It should 
be noted, however, that this is not the strategy of our Board of Education. The strategy of our 
Board of Education is to do everything possible to maintain the lowest possible tax rate 
necessary to carry on our outstanding educational program.  In short, we are not taxing to build 
up a surplus. 

With limited budget dollars, we will continue our efforts to allocate funds each year to provide 
outstanding educational services for our students.  

 

COST EFFECTIVE BUSINESS OPERATIONS 

Southern’s tax rate is the 
second lowest in York 

County of school districts 
in the Lincoln 

Intermediate Unit.   

This was the 4th 
consecutive year the 
School District’s tax 

increase was below the 
PDE index. 
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Tax Rates and Equalized Mills  
 

The table to the right shows the real estate 
tax mills and equalized mills of the District 
in comparison to other York County districts 
in the Lincoln Intermediate Unit.  

What is a Real Estate Tax Mill? 

A mill is a unit of currency that is equivalent 
to 1/1000 of a United States dollar (1/10 of 
one cent or $.001). A mill levy is the 
number of dollars a taxpayer must pay for 
every $1,000 of assessed value. For 
example, the current 2011-12 real estate 
tax rate of 16.84 mills results in a tax bill of 
$1,684 for a home assessed at $100,000.  

What is an Equalized Mill?                             

An equalized mill is a standard millage 
calculated by dividing a school district‟s 
total taxes by its total market value.   In 
other words, equalized mills express tax 
rates as a percentage of market value. 
Equalized mills are used to provide real 
comparisons of actual tax efforts across 
district lines. This equalized mills data is 
worthwhile because the calculation includes 
the entire market value of school districts, 
including residential and commercial 
properties.  
 

Cost Effective Operations 
 

Cost effective operations are critical for freeing up the resources needed to drive our excellent 
educational program.  We are committed to spending your tax dollars carefully in order to 
provide the best possible education for our children.  Below are a few examples of cost effective 
operations at Southern York County School District: 
 

 Energy Management:  The District averaged $0.19 per square foot less than the state average, 
resulting in $124,411 saved in 2010-11.   

 Total Operations & Maintenance (staffing, contracted maintenance, supplies, utilities) costs 
were more than $660,000 less than other school districts in the state (on a per square foot 
basis).  

 Total student transportation costs were $495,591 less than other school districts in the 
Lincoln Intermediate Unit (on a per student basis).   

 Cooperative purchasing of supplies (art, athletic, AV, custodial, general school supplies, 
paper) and commodities (natural gas, fuel oil, and diesel fuel) saved more than $246,000 in 
2010-11.  
 

This resulted in more than $1.4 million annual savings due to cost effective operations.   

 

COST EFFECTIVE BUSINESS OPERATIONS 

York County Tax Rates  
Comparison of Real Estate Tax Rate 

(Mills) and  

Equalized Mills 

 2011-12 

Real 

Estate 

Tax Mills 

2009-10 

Equalized 

Mills * 
 

York City 
 

31.0778 
 

32.6 

Northeastern 23.72 23.5 

Dallastown 22.26 23.1 

Red Lion 22.0597 22.7 

Dover 20.53 23.3 

South Eastern 20.51 20.9 

York Suburban 20.453 23.3 

West York 19.8121 21.6 

Spring Grove 19.67 20.3 

Hanover 19.07 20.8 

Eastern 19.05 20.4 

Central 17.76 19.0 

Southern 16.84 18.1 

South Western 16.55 15.7 

   *2009-10 is the most recent data on equalized mills 
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Friendship Elementary School Project 

The project represents the final piece in the District‟s long-range plan, which began with 
Shrewsbury Elementary School, then included projects at Southern Elementary School, 
Southern Middle School, and Susquehannock High School, and finally culminated with the work 
being done at Friendship Elementary School.  

Friendship Elementary School was constructed in 1958, with alterations and additions in 1990.  
Original mechanical, plumbing and electrical systems are operating well beyond their useful life 
expectancy. The mechanical, plumbing, and electrical systems in the renovated and new 
portions of the facility will meet current building and energy codes, and will result in energy 
savings.  

The project comprises alterations and additions to Friendship Elementary School, which will 
accommodate the projected student enrollment growth and meet the needs of our educational 
program.  The project also creates equity among the District‟s three elementary schools.  

The building will be environmentally friendly, incorporating materials, design, and Geothermal 
Technology to reduce energy usage.  The project is designed to obtain LEED Silver certification.  
In addition to reducing and conserving energy usage, the facility will also serve as a teaching 
tool for the students, reflecting the dedication and commitment to our students and community 
we serve.  The completion of the project is expected to be January 2013. 

Enrollment Projections  
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3,400 
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2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

 

COST EFFECTIVE BUSINESS OPERATIONS 

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

 General Fund Unreserved Fund Balance exceeded 5% of budget target 
 

 2010-11 General Fund operations generated a surplus of $641,096 due to cost control 
measures implemented in October 2010 

 
 $1,018,814 of the General Fund Balance was used to balance the 2010-2011 budget; 

additional state funding received in July 2011 was used to reduce fund balance use 
 

 Physical plant is in excellent condition due to ongoing capital program 
 

 Financial condition of the School District supports a high quality educational program 
 

 Strong financial performance in 2010-11 will position the district to meet its goal of 
maintaining an excellent educational program, despite the current global economic 
conditions 
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Students Showcase Talents to Community 
 

Susquehannock High School was transformed into an 
art gallery as elementary, middle, and high school 
students displayed their artistic creations when the 
District presented its fifth Annual Arts and Technology 
Fair.  
 
Students exhibited and sold an assortment of their 
work, which ranged from paintings, photos, drawings, 
furniture, culinary arts, clothing, motorized, and metal 
structures. The exhibits were displayed in the high 
school gymnasium as well as in the hallways. The free 
event also featured a silent auction. 
 

Middle School Students Help Fight Pediatric Cancer 
 

Students at Southern Middle School danced, raced and played games for seven hours to help 
children with cancer. As part of the Four Diamonds Fund, the school raised more than $12,000 
to help combat childhood cancer. The Four Diamonds Fund, which began in 1972, assists 
children who are treated for cancer at Penn State Hershey Children‟s Hospital, along with their 
families.  
 

During the school‟s annual Mini-THON, about 115 middle school students participated in an all-
inclusive program that featured entertainment, games, music and prizes. The students, 
however, had to stand for seven hours. The event surpassed the previous year‟s fundraising 
total of $11,039.34 and reached $12,728.21. Inspired by Penn State‟s yearly dance event, 
THON, the Mini-THON was the culmination of a year-long fundraising effort.  
 

High School Program Named 'Exemplary' 
 

The Southern York County School District‟s high school program, “Tearing Down the Walls” was 
recognized by Shippensburg University as an „Exemplary Program‟ in the state of Pennsylvania. 
Representatives from the high school presented the program to Shippensburg at the 24th 
Annual Exemplary Program Presentation. 
 

“Tearing Down the Walls” Program includes Warrior Academy, the Online Pilot Program, 
Summer School for Credit Recovery, Alternative Education Programs, and the C.A.R.E. 
Program.  
 

Students Mix it up and Gain Tolerance 
 

Southern Middle School students learned about tolerance and differences in one another during 
Mix it up Day in homeroom and at lunch. 
  

This nationwide program encourages students to get out of their comfort zones, sit with 
someone new, and meet some different people at lunch. The program improves intergroup 
relations, and reduces prejudices as students cross social boundaries that separate them from 
others. During their lunches, students obtained numbers to determine where they sat to eat, 
were placed at tables, and had to connect with others they may not have otherwise known. 
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Shippensburg Awards Outstanding Teachers 
 

For the past 12 years, a teacher at the Southern York County School District has been selected 
as an Outstanding Teacher by the Shippensburg University Study Council. During 2010-11, two 
teachers were chosen as recipients. Friendship Elementary Learning Support Teacher Christine 
Lucabaugh and Southern Middle School Reading/Latin Teacher Beryl Zeckman each received 
the award. In addition, Lucabaugh was also named a Shippensburg “Guest Lecturer,” where 
she taught university college students during the school year.  
 

Lucabaugh has served as a learning support teacher for the last eight years. Zeckman began 
teaching as a long term substitute Latin teacher in 2001, before being hired the following year 
as the middle school reading specialist. Since then, she earned her certification in Latin and 
also teaches Latin I. 
 

Susquehannock Student Becomes Government Page 
 

For Emily Bull, a junior at Susquehannock High School, the 
chance to spend a semester working, living, and studying in 
Washington, D.C. was a dream come true. Bull was chosen to 
serve as a Page for the United States House of Representatives. 
In January, she left home and school, and moved to the Capital.  
 

As a Page, Bull served on the support staff for U.S. 
Representative Bill Shuster along with other representatives of 
the Republican Party. She was only one of 70 pages to be 
chosen each semester. House Pages are juniors, who live in 
the Page Residence Hall, work full time for the House of 
Representatives, and study at the House Page School, which is 
located in the Library of Congress. 
 

Shrewsbury Jumps for Heart Health 
 

Students at Shrewsbury Elementary School improved their jumping skills and supported heart 
health when they participated in the school‟s annual Jump Rope for Heart. The school‟s focus 
was to jump in honor of Ella Sroka, a second grade Shrewsbury student, who is also a Heart 
Ambassador for the American Heart Association. Her story appears on the AHA website. The 
event surpassed that of the previous year, as the school raised more than $6,000. Throughout 
the month of February, students and staff participated in a variety of activities to help increase 
awareness of how heart disease can affect young children as well as adults.  
 

District Website is one of the best in Pennsylvania 
 

The Southern York County School District‟s Internet/Intranet Website was one of five districts 
recognized by the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA). Independent judges 
determined the winners from among 186 entries in nine categories, based on a minimum rating 
system for each category. 
 

The Website entries were judged on general appearance, design, content, navigation, usability, 
and appropriate use of media for the message. The judges also considered the size of the 
school districts that entered the contests. The publications contest, which was first held in 1970, 
recognizes outstanding communications efforts by local school entities and educational 
agencies. The District's Website had 2.7 million page views for the 2010-2011 school year.  
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SOUTHERN YORK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION 

Leading a Path to the Future 
 
The Southern York County School District Foundation was organized in 1997 as a charitable 
organization under the laws of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Section 501(c) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. Its purpose, then as now, is to provide a means for individuals 
and businesses to make tax-deductible contributions for projects, equipment, supplies, 
scholarships, and other purposes for the benefit of students in the Southern York County 
School District. 

 
A unique characteristic of the Foundation, as compared to foundations in other school 
districts, is its multi-faceted nature. While most school district foundations work only to obtain 
scholarship funds for the benefit of graduating seniors, we provide additional giving 
opportunities to support all operations for specified purposes.  

 

2010-2011: A Remarkable Year 
 
The fiscal year 2010-11 was yet another remarkable year for the Southern York County 
School District Foundation (SYCSDF). To begin with, the SYCSDF exceeded all previous 
marks in scholarship awards – both number of students and the amount awarded to 
students.  

 
Once again, the strong support of the Southern York County School District community 
demonstrates a commitment to our children, our schools, and the importance of education: 

 $95,453 in scholarships was awarded to graduating seniors. 

 More than $14,000 was donated to school district programs through generous gifts 
from community businesses and supporters. 

 The Endowment Fund now has more than $542,000 in assets, which includes the 
Dollars for Scholars and the Hemminger Funds.  

 In 2010 - 2011, the SYCSDF received more than $153,000 in contributions, which is 
absolutely incredible in light of the current economic climate. 

 
The Foundation‟s mission is to raise money for grants and scholarships, which go directly to 
the school district and its students, providing additional educational opportunities for both.  
We are pleased to be able to provide scholarships to a host of students with impressive 
credentials.  

 
Please visit the Foundation section of the School District‟s website at www.sycsd.org for 
news of our continued achievements and the stories associated with them.  For additional 
information related to the Foundation or to find out what you can do to help, please contact: 
 
Dr. Wayne McCullough, Executive Director 
wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org 
717-235-4811 ext. 7278. 
 
 



 
 

Inclement weather forced graduation ceremonies inside, but did not dampen attendee 
enthusiasm as members of the Class of 2011 ended their Susquehannock careers, joined the 
ranks of proud alumni, and began their next life adventure.  
 
Despite the change in venue, tradition ruled as the graduates processed to the Warrior band‟s 
Pomp and Circumstance, honored and reminisced about the foreign exchange students who 
spent the year with the Warrior Nation, and heard addresses from the class valedictorian and 
salutatorian.  
 
The distinguished alumni speaker was Colonel Bob Wolf ‟58, who described his career in the 
U.S. Army and compared it to the values he learned as a Warrior. At Susquehannock, Wolf 
served as class president for his entire tenure. He was a member of the yearbook and 
newspaper staff, earned recognition as a member of the National Honor Society, and was co-
captain of the school‟s championship football team.  
 
The ceremony concluded with a time honored tradition – turning the tassels and throwing the 
mortar boards.  

 

Class Motto: 
“Some people come into our lives and quickly go. Some stay for awhile,  

leave footprints on our hearts, and we are never, ever the same.” 

 

 

 THE CLASS OF 2011 GRADUATES! 

As a partner with our families and community, and stewards of our citizens’ tax dollars, the Board 

of Education and the Administrative Team of the Southern York County School District embrace 

the importance of open, thorough, and regular communication with our citizens. Please contact 

the School District at 717-235-4811, ext. 7278 or boardsecretary@sycsd.org if you have any 

questions, concerns or would like information related to our School District. 




